
 

 

 

October 2, 2023 

State Director Andrew Archuleta 

Bureau of Land Management  

Wyoming State Office  

5353 Yellowstone Road  

Cheyenne, WY 82009 

re: 2024 First Quarter Competitive Oil & Gas lease Sale – Draft Environmental 

Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact – DOI-BLM-WY-0000-2023-

0005-EA 

Dear State Director Archuleta, 

The Petroleum Association of Wyoming represents companies involved in all aspects of responsible oil 

and natural gas development in Wyoming, including upstream production, oilfield services, midstream 

processing, pipeline transportation and essential work such as legal services, accounting, consulting and 

more1. PAW is discouraged to see the Wyoming Bureau of Land Management (BLM) continue its 

policy of deferring parcels without explanation.  

At scoping, the BLM proposed to offer a mere 36 parcels encompassing 19,140 acres. This is perhaps 

the smallest lease sale to occur in the state in memory, with the noted exception of the quarters the BLM 

neglected to hold sales. In this draft environmental assessment, the BLM is proposing to defer six 

parcels. 2 

Five3 of these parcels proposed for deferred are due to their location in Greater Sage-Grouse Priority 

Habitat Management Areas and due to “a habitat and/or population metric indicate[ing] a need for 

further review…” 

- What specific habitat or population metrics indicate a need to defer these five parcels? 

At the beginning of this draft EA, the BLM states: 

The decision as to which public lands and minerals are open for leasing and what leasing 

stipulations may be necessary is made during the BLM’s land use planning process in 

accordance with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) [43 U.S.C. § 

1712] 

 
1 PAW advocates for oil and gas development that supports sustainable production of Wyoming’s abundant resources; fosters 

mutually beneficial relationships with Wyoming’s landowners, businesses, and communities; and upholds the values of 

science-based, environmental stewardship. Recent studies show this industry supports over 20,000 jobs in Wyoming and 

contributes $8 billion in economic activity. Our industry generates significant tax revenue to the state of Wyoming, funding 

state and local government operations, education and public infrastructure. Eighty-five percent of the oil and gas companies 

operating in Wyoming are classified as small businesses. 
2 PAW notes that, in Table 2.3 and Table 4.13, the BLM identifies seven parcels intended for deferral. This discrepancy 

needs to be fixed. 
3 WY-2024-03-1785; WY-2024-03-1819; WY-2024-03-7290; WY-2024-03-7292; WY-2024-03-7293. 



PAW agrees. The resource management plans in place have determined that the parcels subject to this 

lease sale are eligible and available for leasing, perhaps with the exception of the two parcels proposed 

for deferral due to their location over active coal leases.  

- What specific authority does the BLM site that allows the agency to avoid adherence to resource 

management plans? 

The BLM states that its Interdisciplinary Team “relied on personal knowledge of the areas involved” in 

making decisions on proposed parcels. This does not align with the BLM’s requirements under 43 

U.S.C. § 1712. Also, on page 10, the BLM has further language diverging from its responsibility to base 

its decisions on provisions in resource management plans. 

On page 6, the BLM states, “After the end of the nomination period, the WSO [Wyoming State Office] 

prepared a draft list of lease sale parcels (the “preliminary parcel list”) for this portion of the sale.” In IM 

2023-010 – Oil and Gas Leasing – Land Use Planning and Lease Parcel Review, the BLM details its 

process of reviewing expressions of interest after initial selection. However, the BLM has never 

explained its process of “prepar[ing] a draft list of lease sale parcels”. 

- Explain the BLM’s process of “prepar[ing] a draft list of lease sale parcels”. 

In the BLM’s National Fluids Lease Sale System, it identifies 584 expressions of interest pending at the 

Wyoming State Office, encompassing 1,076,360 acres. Some were received by the BLM in 2017, and 

others have been received every year since. 

- Why are these EOIs pending? 

- What is the BLM’s process and timeline to make these available for sale? 

- Why were only 36 parcels offered in this lease sale when the BLM has over 500 other parcels 

upon which private parties have expressed interest and to which the BLM has a responsibility to 

offer for sale? 

- Please identify which of the 36 parcels offered for sale were submitted by the Bureau itself. 

The same system shows that the Wyoming BLM has 429 parcels in deferral status, totaling 1,030,214 

acres. Certain deferred parcels have similarly been sitting around since 2017. 

- What is the BLM’s process to remove these parcels from deferral and make them available for 

sale, as they are so designated in their respective RMPs? 

PAW looks forward to the BLM’s responses to our comments. PAW expects the appropriate 

adjustments to be reflected in the final EA, finding of no significant impact and accompanying decision 

record. 

        Sincerely, 

 

 

        Colin McKee 

        Regulatory Affairs Director 

        Petroleum Association of Wyoming 

cc: The Honorable Mark Gordon, Governor, State of Wyoming 


